Perché |'affaire du veil non sarebbe
mai successo?



Cosa vuol dire “religione civile”?
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La Religione civile

Vi & dungue una professione di fede puramente civile, di cui spetta al corpo
sovrano il fissare gli articoli, non precisamente come dogmi di religione, ma come
sentimenti di sociabilita, senza dei quali impossibile essere né buon cittadino né
suddito fedele. Senza poter obbligare nessuno a credere in essi, si puo bandire
dallo stato chiunque non vi creda; si puo bandirlo, non come empio, ma come
essere non sociale, come incapace di amare sinceramente le leggi, la giustizia, e di
sacrificare, in caso di bisogno, la sua vita al suo dovere. Che se poi qualcuno, dopo
aver pubblicamente riconosciuto questi dogmi, si condurra come se non vi
credesse, sia condannato a morte: ha commesso il piu grande dei reati, ha mentito
davanti alle leggi.



| dogmi della religione civile debbono essere semplici, in piccolo numero, enunciati
con precisione, senza spiegazioni né commenti. L'esistenza della divinita possente,
intelligente, benefica, previdente e provvidente, la vita futura, la felicita dei giusti,
la punizione dei cattivi, la santita del contratto sociale e delle leggi, ecco i dogmi
positivi. Quanto ai dogmi negativi, io li limito a uno solo ed e I'intolleranza: questa
rientra nei culti che noi abbiamo escluso.






Quale contesto per la religione
civile?






Religione civile e modernita

* Necessita di fondare la politica
Indipendentemente da ogni richiamo alla
trascendenza

* Secolarizzazione: uno spazio politico
autonomo dalla religione



Religione civile e tradizione
repubblicana



Punti chiave:

Forte legame fra i cittadini e la repubblica
Qualcosa “per cui valga la pena morire”
Legame politico

Legame sociale



Differenze fondamentali



Europa continentale:

Sovranita moderna
Stato forte, accentrato

Necessita di “difendere” la politica dalle
pretese della religione

La politica rende possibile la societa (Hobbes)
Supremazia del “politico” sulla “religione”



Stati Uniti

La societa pre-esiste alla politica (Locke)
Modello Federalista

E pluribus unum

Diversa concezione dello Stato (government)

Religious freedom non e |a stessa cosa di
laicité
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| cosiddetti “puritani”

Non-conformists

Esuli dall’Inghilterra degli Stuart
Calvinisti (Presbiteriani)
Indipendenti

OUELGIES

Battisti

Providence, Rhode Island



New Hampshire
Massachusetts

Rhode Island
Connecticut

New York X ;.? Newport (1763)
\O—"’/

New Jersey\
Pennsylvania \ New York City (1730
Maryland o~ 8: 4 )
o\\ — Philadelphia (1740)

Delaware

Virginia\
North Carolina
South Carolina

.Charleston (1750)
Savannah (1734)

Georgia




excerpted from Democracy In
America,

* Chapter XVII:
PRINCIPAL CAUSES WHICH TEND TO

MAINTAIN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICIN
THE UNITED STATES



* The greatest part of British America was peopled
by men who, after having shaken off the
authority of the Pope, acknowledged no other
religious supremacy: they brought with them into
the New World a form of Christianity which |
cannot better describe than by styling it a
democratic and republican religion. This con-
tributed powerfully to the establishment of a
republic and a democracy in public affairs; and
from the beginning, politics and religion
contracted an alliance which has never been
dissolved.



In Europe, Christianity has been intimately united to
the powers of the earth. Those powers are now
in decay, and it is, as it were, buried under their
ruins. The living body of religion has been bound
down to the dead corpse of superannuated
polity; cut but the bonds that restrain it, and it
will rise once more. | do not know what could
restore the Christian church of Europe to the
energy of its earlier days; that power belongs to
God alone; but it may be for human policy to
leave to faith the full exercise of the strength
which it still retains.






Alle origini, dunque...



La pluralita delle confessioni

Il retaggio del
Neutralita del
Pluralismo de

a storia europea
o STATO
la societa



Religion in America



Religious Composition
All numbers shown are percentages. Historically black

Total U.S pOpuIation Protestant churches 7 Don’t know/Refused 1

Evangelical Protestant Mainline Protestant Unafilliated Other
churches churches 16 8
26 18

African-Americans

Evangelical Historically black Protestant churches Cath | Unafilliated
churches '
15

Mainline Protestant churches 4 Don't know/Refused 1

Source: Pew Forum U.S. Religicus Landscape Swrvey, conducted in 2007, released in 2008
Note: Due fo rounding, tofals in this report may nof sum fo 100, and nesfed figures may nof sum fo the subtotals indicafed




Largest Participating Protestant Religious Group
Pratestant Group with the Largast Number of Adherents
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Religicus Group - # of Counties

| American Baptist Churches inthe USA - 85

[ Jresemblies o1 God- 56 *
-~
Christian Churehes and Chuiches of Chast. 097

[ JesicspatChurch-32

Evangehcal Lutheran Chuwoh in Amenca. 423
aummn Chureh Missouli Syned - 105
s trteian Chuch(

Seuthen Baptst Con

Unfted Churoh of Cheist -

United Methadist € harch - 630

Othae” - 140

None presert - 7







Parole che fanno discutere

Cosa vuol dire Evangelicals?

Chi sono i Pentecostals?

Cosa e fondamentalismo?

E la stessa cosa dell’Integralismo?



Fondamentalismo(Pace e Guolo)

a) principio dell'inerranza, relativo al contenuto del Libro sacro, assunto nella sua
interezza, come una totalita di senso e di significati che non possono essere
scomposti, e soprattutto che non possono essere interpretati liberamente dalla
ragione umana, pena lo stravolgimento della verita che il Libro racchiude;

b) principio dell'astoricita della verita e del Libro che la conserva;

I'astoricita significa che e preclusa alla ragione umana la possibilita di collocare |l

messaggio religioso in una prospettiva storica o di adattarlo alle mutate condizioni
della societa umana;



Fondamentalismo Il

c) principio della superiorita della Legge divina su quella terrena, secondo cui dalle
parole iscritte nel Libro sacro scaturisce un modello integrale di societa perfetta,
superiore a qualsiasi forma di societa inventata e configurata dagli esseri umani;

d) primato del mito di fondazione: un vero e proprio mito delle origini che ha la
funzione di segnalare I'assolutezza del sistema di credenza cui ogni fedele &
chiamato ad aderire e il senso profondo di coesione che stringe tutti coloro che ad
essa fanno riferimento (etica della fraternita).

Questi quattro elementi costituiscono i tratti distintivi del fondamentalismo e
compongono una definizione compiuta del fenomeno di cui stiamo parlando.



% of mainline Protestant denominations saying homosexuality showld be accepfed
70 69

Episcopal United Anglican Evang. Presbyteria United Disciples  American
Churchin Churchof  Church Lutheran Church  Methodist  of Christ Baptist
the LLS.A Christ Church in UsSA Church Churches

i inthe U.S.A.

THE PEW FORUM ON RELIGION & PUBLIC LIFE

. PEWFORLIM .ORG




Is there solid evidence the earth is warming?

Muxed evidence/
Some evidence!
Con't know

Yes, because of Yes, because of Yes, but dont
human activity natural patterns know cause

Total U_S. population -
47% 18% 6% 21% | 8%

Unaffiliated
58% 11% 6% 18%

While mainline Prolestants
48% 6% 19%

White non-Hispanic Cathofics
44%

Black Protestants
39% 5% 15%

White evangelical Protestants




Patterns in religiously mixed marriages and partnerships
Spouse/pariner is...
) Different refigion P same religion
Total 37 % 63%

Unaffiliated . 35

Buddhist “_

Maintine Protestant™* [N R T .
Jehovah's witess [IINECIEE T

ortnodox [ INEGEEEEE -

Evangelical Protestant”™” | NE IR .
Historically Black Protestant** | EEEEE YIRS .
Jewish [ ENEET .

cathoiic [T T .

Mormon 17 83

Hindu [T T T ——




Weekly Church Attenlance

Mon-Hi




Are there multiple
roads to salvation?

Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses were the only religious groups
with a majority of adherents responding that their faith provides
the only true path to eternal life. Seven in 10 Americans with a
religious affiliation said many religions can lead to etemal life,

B Many religions can lead to eternal life

My religion is the one true faith leading to eternal life

romaL:

HINDU 89% B

BUDDHIST 5%

MAINLINE CHURCHES 12%

JEWISH 82% BEL
ROMAN CATHOLIC 79% 16%

ORTHODOX 72%

BLACK CHURCHES 599%
EVANGELICAL CHURCHES
MUSLIM
MORMON
JEHOVAH'S WITNESS

*Based on those with a religious affiliation




George H.W. Bush
Gerald Ford
Franklin Roosevelt
Chester Arthur
Franklin Pierce
Zachary Taylor
John Tyler

William Harrison
James Monroe
James Madison
George Washington

Episcopalian

Andrew Johnson
Abraham Lincoln
Thomas Jefferson

Calvin Coolidge
Congregationalist

Ronald Reagan
Dwight Eisenhower
Woodrow Wilson
Benjamin Harrison
Grover Cleveland 1
James Buchanan
James Polk
Andrew Jackson

Preshyterian

Lyndon Johnson
James Garfield

Disciples of Christ

Barack Obama 2

Bill Clinton
Jimmy Carter

Harry Truman
Warren Harding

Baptist

George W. Bush
William McKinley
Rutherford Hayes
Ulysses Grant

Methodist

Theodore Roosevelt Richard Nixon

Martin Van Buren
Dutch Reformed  Quaker

THE PEW FO

United Church of Christ

Herbert Hoowver

William Howard Taft
Millard Fillmore
John Guincy Adams
John Adams

Unitarian

John F. Kennedy
Catholic

Wi ON BELIGION
PEY




Among LS. Christians...

that Je




% who agree that evolution is the best explanation for the origing of human life on earth

B1 80

58 54
51

-----------.--.--.-----------------.--.--a.--------.--.------.----a.------.--.--.------45 O O O O

Total U.S. population - 48%
38

Buddhist Hindu  Jewish Unaffliated Catholic Orthodox Mainline Muslim Historically Evang. Mormon Jehovah's
Protestant Black Protestant Witness

Protestant
PURLIC LIFE






















How about Obama?



It was only on March 4, 2007, a few weeks after he announced his
candidacy for President, that Obama explicitly inserted himself in the
time line of American racial politics. At the Brown Chapel A.M.E.
Church, in Selma, Alabama, he joined older civil-rights leaders and
churchmen in commemorating the voting-rights marches a generation
ago. From the pulpit, Obama paid tribute to “the Moses generation” —
to Martin Luther King and John Lewis, to Anna Cooper and the
Reverend Joseph Lowery—the men and women of the movement, who
marched and suffered but who, in many cases, “didn’t cross over the
river to see the Promised Land.” He thanked them, praised their
courage, honored their martyrdom. But he spent much of his speech on
his own generation, “the Joshua generation,” and tried to answer the
guestion “What’s called of us?” Life had improved for African-
Americans, but “we shouldn’t forget that better is not good enough.”
Discrimination still existed. History was being forgotten. Schools were
underfunded, citizens left uninsured, especially minorities. People were
looking for “that Oprah money” but had forgotten the need for service,
for discipline, for political will.


http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2008/11/17/081117fa_fact_remnick

War Is a Force
That Gives Us
Meaning

FASCIST

THE CHRISTIAN RIGHT AND THE WAR ON AMERICA

CHRIS HEDGES

Author of Losing Moses on the Freeway




“WHEN FASCISM (OMES TO AMERICA
* o * s - [T WILL BE WRAPPED IN THE FLAC
%‘:a*‘ AND CARRYING A (ROSS” /v//

That -Time Has Arrived



Punti da discutere

Rapporto religione politica:
Rapporto stato-chiesa

Diversa concezione della neutralita: lo stato e
neutrale ma la societa e pluralista

Diverso rapporto fra “Stato” e attori politici
Una politica poco politica e molto “sociale”
Cultura biblica



